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This edition of the newsletter will deal with:

1. The recast of the Energy Performance of Buildings Directive
2. Developments concerning the implementation of the Services Directive
3. EU consultation on "EU2020"
1. The Recast of the Energy Performance of Buildings Directive (EPBD)
A compromise has been agreed between the European Parliament and the Council of Ministers on the form of the recast of the EPBD. This will need final approval by the Council and the European Parliament which is likely at the beginning of 2010, after which Member States will have two years in which to implement its terms in national legislation.  
Important points include:

· The compromise introduces the concept of "nearly zero" energy buildings (or buildings with a very high energy performance).
· All buildings built after 31 December 2020 must have high energy-saving standards and be powered to a large extent by renewable energy.

· By the end of 2018 the public sector must own or rent only buildings with high energy-saving standards and promote the conversion of existing buildings to "nearly zero" standards. 

· Member States must draw up national plans for increasing the number of nearly zero buildings, and, by mid-2011 make a list of financial and other incentives for the transition (technical assistance, subsidies, loan schemes and low interest loans).

· Existing buildings will have to improve their energy performance after major renovations (if technically, functionally and economically feasible). Member States must encourage owners to install smart meters and replace existing heating, hot-water plumbing and air-conditioning with high-efficiency alternatives such as heat pumps or renewable based systems.

· Member States will have to establish a certification system to measure the energy performance of buildings. Energy performance certificates will be required for any buildings constructed, sold or rented out to a new tenant, and for buildings where over 500m2 (reducing to 250m2 after five years) will be occupied by a public authority and frequently visited by the public.

· Energy performance certificates will have to provide recommendations for improvement and may also include additional information such as annual energy consumption and percentage of renewable energy in total energy consumption.

· By 2011 the European Commission should develop a voluntary common European certification scheme for the energy performance of non-residential buildings. 

· There are exemptions from the directive's requirements for: small houses (with a floor area of less than 50m2), holiday homes used for less than four months a year (or that use less than 25% of all-year energy consumption), buildings for religious activities, temporary buildings used for two years or less, industrial sites, workshops and agricultural buildings with low energy demand and protected historic buildings where an energy-efficiency measure would "unacceptably alter their character or appearance".

2. Developments Concerning the Implementation of the Services Directive
Member associations will remember that the Secretariat is monitoring the implementation of the Services Directive in different European countries. Concern had been expressed about this by some member associations, particularly in Poland, that the implementation of the Directive in national law would be used to deregulate professions.
We understand from Polish member association PFRN that the Polish Ministry for the Economy had proposed to abolish professional licenses. These licenses (both for estate agents and property managers) are granted by the Ministry of Infrastructure subject to proof of the required qualifications to conduct such activities. The Ministry of Infrastructure also obliges all professionals to undertake regular ongoing education to enhance their qualifications.

In response to this proposal representatives of four organizations to which these professional groups belong formed a lobby team that participated in the preparation of the various acts implementing the Directive. An example of the arguments put includes  
“Dear Mr Minister. Does Directive 2006/123/EC on services on internal market, adopted on December 12, 2006 by the European Parliament and the Council of the European Union, really dictate the abolition of qualification requirements? According to the provisions of the above directive that refer to the freedom to provide services, Member States may, in accordance with the rules set forth in Article 16 (b), impose their own specific requirements justified for reasons of public policy, public security, public health, or protection of the environment." 

In their appeals PFRN also stressed the importance of security for the consumer in using the services of valuers, agents or managers. Additionally possession of a professional license is important in obtaining civil liability insurance at an acceptable cost, the premium and insurance options being dependant on the qualifications of the professional. A market survey in 2008 showed that consumers who used the services of qualified professionals expressed a positive opinion in 90 cases out of 100. Based on these arguments, their appeal against the proposal to abolish professional licenses in Poland was successful.

3. EU Consultation on "EU 2020"

The European Commission has published a consultation paper on the future "EU 2020" Strategy. Comments and suggestions are invited on this paper by 15 January 2010 and should be sent to EU2020@ec.europa.eu. 

The "EU 2020" Strategy is intended to be the successor to the current Lisbon Strategy (the EU's reform strategy for the last decade). It will define how the EU intends to exit from the economic and financial crisis and focuses on key policy areas. In particular the Commission is seeking views on the following priorities:
· Creating value by basing growth on knowledge. In particular this means strengthening education and research, innovation and creativity. 

· Empowering people in inclusive societies. Jobs have been lost in the crisis which will not be replaced. New jobs requiring new skills will be created. Skills are a key element for Europe's growth and especially lifelong learning. Labour mobility is also important as is making it easier for people to be self-employed.
· Creating a competitive, connected and greener economy. This will involve more efficient use of resources, including energy, and the application of new technologies. There must also be a fresh approach to industrial policy.

· Making it happen: starting with a successful exit from the crisis. A level playing field needs to be preserved in the financial and business sectors and the remaining problems in the financial system need to be solved quickly. Access to credit and efficient financial market supervision will be crucial for the recovery.

· Making it happen: Harnessing existing instruments in a new approach. This includes fully exploiting the single market by empowering citizens to play a full part in it by strengthening their ability to buy goods and services cross-border.

The Commission wants to see the European Parliament play a greater role in the new governance structure and suggests that the Parliament be encouraged to express its views on the strategy before the Spring European Council in 2010. A Commission proposal will be tabled in early 2010 and the European Council should fix a small number of headline objectives and define the corresponding policy actions to be pursued at EU and Member State level in partnership. This will provide guidelines for EU policy for the next 10 years.
Member associations can contribute their views to the debate either by sending their comments direct to the European Commission or by sending their views to the Secretariat which will prepare a joint response if there are sufficient replies. A copy of the consultation paper (in English, French and German) is available at http://ec.europa.eu/eu2020/index_en.htm. 
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